
















































































































State of California. Natural Resources Agency 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer 

1725 23rd Street, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95816-7100 
Telephone: (916) 445·7000 FAX: (916) 445·7053 
calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov www.ohp.parks.ca.gov 

November 17, 2020 

VIA EMAIL 

Mr. Alessandro Amaglio 
Environmental Officer 
FEMA Region IX 
1111 Broadway, Suite 1200 
Oakland, CA 94607-4052 

Gavin Newsom, Govemor 

Armando Quintero, Director 

In reply, refer to: FEMA_2020_1019_001 

Subject: Blacker Canal Bank Stabilization Project, City West Sacramento, MIN-HMGP-
4344-609-135 

Dear Mr. Amaglio: 

The California State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has received the October 8, 
2020, letter from FEMA initiating consultation regarding an undertaking in the City of 
West Sacramento in Yolo County. FEMA is consulting with the SHPO to comply with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (54 U.S.C. §306108), as 
amended, and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR Part 800 and the 2019 
Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, the California State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO), and California Office of Emergency Services. Along with the letter, 
FEMA submitted project maps, project schematic of gabion wall profiles, and a report 
entitled Archaeological Investigation for the Blacker Canal Bank Stabilization Project, 
Yolo County, California (FEMA-HMGP-DR-4344-609-135), prepared by Pacific Legacy, 
Inc., and dated October 2020. 

The proposed undertaking, as described, involves FEMA providing funding for a canal 
stabilization project in the City of West Sacramento. Reclamation District 900 proposes 
to excavate along the banks and channel of the Morton-Blacker Canal, construct 
supporting gabion walls along the banks, backfill behind the walls, and grade 
maintenance roads to prevent the continued erosion of the canal and restore 
maintenance access. 

FEMA identified an Area of Potential Effects (APE) totaling 4.5 acres encompassing the 
project and staging areas and access routes. The vertical APE extends approximately 
four feet deep. 
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An Information Center records search revealed previous surveys in and near the APE 
and three resources identified: a segment of the Morton-Blacker Canal; a segment of 
the Main Canal; and the Jefferson Subdivision Plan. All three of these resources were 
determined ineligible for listing in the National Register in previous surveys. FEMA 
reached the same conclusions with the current consultation. 

FEMA conducted a pedestrian archaeological survey of the APE that revealed no 
prehistoric or historic period archaeological resources. 

A search of the Native American Heritage Commission's Sacred Lands File revealed 
the presence of at least one known property in the APE. FEMA conducted Tribal 
consultation with the United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria, Yocha 
Dehe Wintun Nation, Cortina Rancheria - Kletsel Dehe Band of Wintun Indians, and 
Grindstone Indian Rancheria of Wintun-Wailaki Indians. None of these Tribes 
expressed concerns about the undertaking. 

Based upon the lack of historic properties within the APE, FEMA proposes a Finding of 
No Historic Properties Affected. After reviewing the information submitted, the SHPO 
offers the following comments. 

• This action qualifies as an undertaking with the potential to affect historic 
properties. 

• The APE appears to be sufficient to take direct and indirect effects into account. 
• Identification efforts are sufficient. 
• The SHPO has no objection to the proposed Finding of No Historic Properties 

Affected. 
• Please be advised that under certain circumstances such as an unanticipated 

discovery or a change in project description, you may have future responsibilities 
for this undertaking under 36 CFR Part 800 and/or the 2019 FEMA PA. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding these comments, please contact Mark 
Beason, State Historian, at (916) 445-4047 or mark.beason@parks.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Uv 
Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer 


